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Firſt Queſtion in the Oris © 
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o you truſt that r are inwardly 1 5 
the Holy Ghoſt, to take upon you this 
Office and e en to e O 
for the Promoting of his Glory, and the 
Edifying « of his People? 2 3 
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ne not how I « could ſo ef- 
fectually give you my ſenti- 
at intereſting 
Matter to us bath, the in-- 
ward Call to the Miniſtry, "as by bring- 
ing my Heart under Examination upon 
it, and communicating to you, what I. 
found the real State of my Caſe. Tour- 
ſelf will find, I doubt not, a End 
anſwered by purſuing the ſame Courſe. 


might at proper Ti imes engag | 

we Enquitye on ot OTE 
Concerning my outward Commiſſion 
there is no Queſtion; having been re» 
gularly ordained a miniſter in the Church 
of er But concerning the bein 
inwardly moved by the Holy Ghoſt to 
take upon me this Miniſtry, ſhould en · 
quire, wherein the in ward ſpeci 
to the Miniſtry doth con 
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nd I cannot but with all my Brethren 
in the 
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that thoſe who are inwardly called to 


they ſhould be effectually inclined” to 
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For determining this, beſides con. 
in the Old and New Teſtament, it is evi- 
dent to me from the Keaſon of the thing, 


the Miniſtry. 1. Should be led parti. 

cularly to attend to, and obſerve the 

neceſſities of the People about them. 

2, That =_ the Want there is of it, 
be 


preach God's moſt holy Word to them 


3. That the ſole End they have in View, 
ſhould be the Glory of Gop in preach+ 


ing his Word for the Recovery and Sal- 


vation of their Neighbours, or of others; 


wherefoever Providence ſhall call them. 


And, 4. That they. ſhould be ſo deter- 


mined for this Work, as not to be de- 
rehenſion of 


terred from it, by any App 
Danger, Want or Reproach, foreſeen and 
expedded in general. ' 7: {oe 

A Diſpoſition for the Wark of the mi- 
niſtry circumſtanced in this manner is 


plainly needful for the due undertaking 


of the miniſterial Office. 


and diſcharge 


And whoever knows his own corrupted 


Heart and the Diſtaſtefulneſs of the Word 
of Gop to a Gain-ſaying and Sin-loving 
World, will readily aſcribe ſuch a Diſpo- 
ſition to the Holy Ghoſt, V 
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8 Honour of GOD. I defire to feek . 
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n "ey the matter kes betdte me. 

And it behoves me to make diligent 
ſearch, The 4 is of the laſt Impor- 9 
tance, not on Y to my own Soul, but 
to the ſouls o others, as well ns to = Mx 
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into it, with a ſtrong Senſe upon my." / 
Mind, that nothing in Time or Eter- 
nity is of ſo much Count uence to me. 
„ "Was T inwardly 5 4 the Holy 
Ghoſt, When T undettoo the Mi- 4 
« niſtry?- | 2 
1. Was I led particularly to attend i; 
and obſerve the Neeeff ties of "the People - 


about we ? 
As I was „ of the Salvation 9 
a that is in Chriſt Jeſus, and of my want | 
of Him in all his Offices: So L had note 
taken the leaſt Notice of the ſpiritual 
State of others, It was to me, as 4 
Thing I had no Concern with, that 2 
of the groſſeſt Kinds were commit 
| on every Side of me. And nfter I 
_ ordained, I had no Sight or Thought » 
the Condition my Pariſhioners "Oo In, 
though I had ſonie deſire that they ſhould * 
come to Church and Sacrament; and not | 

drink, ſwear, and the lille. 

2. In the View of the Peoples Wnt). 
was led, and effefttrally 9 to proath 


the Word of GOD to them? Hav- 
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-. Having no View of the People's r 
Wants concerning their Souls, this coul 
not be a Principle inelining me to | 
the Goſpel to them. I had not any In- 
clination ariſing from Views of Uſeful» | 
neſs to others, diſpoſing me to undertake 
the Miniſtry z nor indeed, any other 
Concern about the Matter of Preaching, 
than that I muſt do it ſome how or other, 
as a Sunday's 'Taſk, I remember, that 
the Day I was ordained Deacon, my Con- 
ſeience was ſomething alarmed and forced 
me to this Reſolution, that I would en- 
deavour to do my Duty as a Clergyman. 
But my Thoughts were altogether con- 
tuſed, and it laſted then the Ordination 
Hour only, though at Seaſons aſter- 
wards, I found the like Remonſtrances, 
which drove me to ſomething like Di- 
ligence, the ſhort time they were upon 
me. | 1 "TROL =" By by 
g. Was the ſole End I bad before me 
the Glory of GOD, in Preaching | bis 
Word, for the Recovery and Salvation 7 
the People about me, or others, 1 

It is moſt evident from the former Con- 
ſiderations, and I am fully convinced of 
it as a certain Fact, that 1 had not. any 
ſuch Thing in View. The Ends en- 
gaging me to go into the ep) 
4 \ nd | _ 
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chat 8 Friends, deſigned. me 
that therein 1 mould f get a Livelihood. 
at leaſt, but I wWas — 5 e 
We Ra put 8 this thought, that when I 
. the Ban and was 
once mw I ſhould be out. of all 
- reſtraint, might do as [ liked, and be my 
own . Maſter. 
4. Was ld [o determined upon this work, 
that 1 *vas not to be deterred from it by any 
 Apprebenſion of Danger,” Want or Re» 
proa 4 which 1 22 or expeZted in 
eneral, _ 
1 I had not the li hteſt Ap prehenſon, 
that any of theſe Things on likel 
come upon me: ſo ignorant was 1 the 
Nature of Man and of the Goſpel, | I had 
never obſerved any ſuch Thing falling 
upon the Cler "gy . I had been. 
I dreamt of no Danger, feared not Want, 
and concerning 1 it was far from 
my Thoughts; I doubted not I ſhould: 
make ſuch an Appearance as to get the 
Eſteem and Praiſe of the Wedld: And 
truly, had 4 100 on as I be Ws living 
vainly, prea ſmooth Things, an 
not. ating my elf to the Work in 
Earneſt, lived and died with- 
out Suſpicion, | that à Miniſter, of the 
. in the Church of. * Hold, 
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run any Hazard of Reproachj or worſk, ." 
for ada her Dodines and labour 
ing to lead his People into the Practice of 
Aſter the moſt attentive Review, 14 
mult freely own my Caſe was no ether 
nor better than this, Wherefore, I ſee 
not the leaſt Shadow of Ground to ſup» - . 
poſe „ I was inwardly moved by the 
% Holy Ghoſt, to undertake the Mi- 
<« niſtry,” For this my moſt finful Pre- 
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ſumption, and for my after Behaviour, in 
many ſucceeding Years, confirming, that 
GOD had not ſentme, I oughtto lielowin - 
the Duſt, the Remainder of my Days. 
But have I been fince moved by tb 
Holy Ghoſt 10 the Work of the Mi-. 
„% TTV 
My dear Friend, aſſiſt me with you. 
Prayers, that I may be fatisfied in a 
Point ſo nearly connected with all my 
Hopes, and that GOD may graciouſly 
ſupply what is wanting to make me an 
able Miniſter of the New Teſtament, 
a faithful Steward of the Myfteries of 
GOD. If I am not moved by the 
Holy Ghoſt to the Work I am engaged 
in, I ſhall do nothing, as I ought, 1 1 
ſhall bring the Ruin of others upon my 
guilty Head; be overcome by worldly . 
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| Feats, ſeduced by worldly Intereſts, and 
Sacrifice to my own Praiſe; I ſhallibe 
without - Courage to ſtand in the Gap 
agalnſt prevailing Iniquity, and to uſe 
every Meaſure condueive to the Eſtabliſh» 
ment and Increaſe of my Maſter's King- 
dom, Unwilling therefore to be deceived, - 
While alſo I would not deny the Gift of 
| GOD, permit me to lay before you; 
what I can diſcern relative to my pre- 
ſent Diſpoſitions towards the miniſterial 
| Office. And that by going over again 
the ſeveral Queſtions Juſt propoſec. 
1. Have I been led particularly to attend 
to and objarve the Neceſſities of the Pein 
| about me.? WINS e 3 CHER e . gr | _— 


In ſome Degree I have; and what I 
ſee, has given me much Concern. I ſee 
the Number of real Chriſtians ſmall. I 
ſee that the Form of Godlineſs, has been 
thruſting out the Power of it, till itſelik 
is well nigh loſt in Licentiouſneſs. I ſee 

the Generality dead in Sin, and ſleeping 
ſecurely in a profound Ignorance of the 
Truths of the Goſpel. I ſee the Mi- 
niſtry in general long ago fallen into a 
dry moral Way of Preaching, that nei⸗ 
ther can reach the Diſeaſe of the Hearers, 
nor has the Promiſe of the Spirit to ac- 
company it. And I earneſtly wiſh I ſaw 
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none of thoſe who! have undertaken hint 
ſacred Office, ſo engaged in "ambitious 


and ſelf- intereſted Purſuits, | that they 


have neither Leiſure nor Inclination, nor- 
Ability to go through the miniſterial — b 
ties. In the general, I ſes GOD — 
ten, Chriſt neglected or deſpiſed, and Ne 
Kingdom of Darkneſs extenſively eſtas6-., 
bliſhed, N 31 

In theſe Views Pon 7 been, and am 1 
effectually inclined to. preach the Goſpel #* 
I truſt it has been ſo with me for a Sea- 
ſon. Surely I have ſome Defire that the 
Goſpel: ſhould be known and obeyed, 
and Souls be ſaved, I would be engaged. 
in this Service. I think. the miniſterial: 
Work my indiſpenſable Duty. I chooſe * 
and prefer it. On no Conſideration would: 
I quit it. Bleſſed be GO,, that 1 can 
thus anſwer with any Deg ree of Conſi- 
fidence! The Reflection on ht to inſpire : 
me with all Gratitude, whilſt I ought) 
alſo to be exceedingly aſhamed of my. 
Coldneſs and Luke-warmnels in, and to 
the honourable Labour, of my being no 
more animated to ſpend and be pent: 
in the Cauſe of Jeſus and of Souls.. 

3. Is the ſole End before me the Glory 
of GOD in preaching his Word for the 
Recovery and Salvatian of the People around 
Me, and others ?. L 
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ot cannot dern that 1 . Wh, 6 
Frier or Intereſt. 
vantage ſeem to have no Weight wien 
mei to engage a ſingle Wiſh for a Situa- 
tion, wherein I might have more of 
either. I defire to leave the Deſti 
of my Place of Service entirely to G 
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tenance. Let I find. my Heart would 
be hankering after Eſteem. But I ſee, 
lament, and diſallow its ſaerilegious ſug- 


of getting Reputation is not what moves 
me to preach the Goſpel. © I dare not 
ſay my Aim is ſimple and pure; that 
nothin a i; nevertheleſs I'muſt be. 
lieve, 5 xperience has proved it 


prevailing: Object. 

4. Am I determinined upon. this Wark 
in deſpite of all Diſcouragements? = —© 

Warm Reſolutions cannot-decide this) 


teaches me to have no Dependance 8 
chem. From Obſervation of what is 

o 1 ſhall make the ſafeſt Judgment my 
o real Stedfaſtneſs, and how far I may 
t. depend upon any Purpoſe of going on 
in the Face of Diſcouragement, 

Timid by Conſtitution, and my Heart 
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Honour we 


OD; 
and = lie upon his Hands for a Mair 


geſtions ; and I am ſatisfled the Proſpect 


to me that the Intereſt of Religion | is che 


The Caſe of the Great Apoſtle St. Peter 
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_ *GOD's, Werd to an"adultergus: Genes 
ration, found intümert le and 
Times my painful Searchings of Hed 
Fear and Pride did not allow me 0 
any Thing without making formidabl 
._Remonſtrances, and have kept me, 
haps, may do ſo to this Day, from acting 
up to what I ought. ' However, from the 
firſt, wherever I ſaw Duty, they could f 
never prevail with me to decline it, New 
ther have they been able to fix a Though I 
upon me of yielding any Thing, or on 
taking the leaſt Step for _ 1 
Chriſt to the Humours, F e = 
Maxims of the World, © 
_ - Befides which, their Remonſiental 4 
have been inſenſibly blunting, and hol 


have been plading with leſs Frequencyll 


and Power. be ſafe on this Side, f 
J have leſs Rogier, to fear. that any think 
on the Quarter of Jntereſt ſhall 2 able 
to deteꝝ me from faithfully proachingy * ö 
Goſpel. Fi of myſelf 2 

Thus ve I opened m * 
and ſhall rejoice if the Peruſal of "my 
Caſe, be a Means of communicating 
you either Light or Heat. 2 
me with your Obſervations, and believe 
me your affectio nate 3 | 
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